










PAGE SEVENTY EIGHT IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 

Mr. and Mrs. Had Beware ••• • These Traps Really Work 

__ .. 

Muskrats 
C_ 1t1nued froll' Page 7 3) 

the Mrs. that his large family of 
eight 01 10 raptdly growing "k1ts'' 
are "eating us out of house and 
home'", he ts not using a figure of 
speech He is speakmg the truth, 
for a large part of hts dome-like 
house is made of edible material 

Johnn} Musk1 at 1s compara
tively easy to trap. but to be 
ccssful the trapper must know the 
habits of h1s quarry. The more 
i!'ltimatc h1s knowledge of the 
dai ly famdy hfc, the more trap
ping success he may expect. 

The late 1942-43 trappmg sea
son, along w1lh the early freeze
up, handicapped many trappers 
who usually depend upon open 
VI. atc1 sets to secut e then winter 
catch of muskrats The trappers 
m the n01 thcrn pat t of the state 
wet c not bothered by the freeze
up In fact. many of them pre
fer to hap after the marshes and 
streams have frozen O\'er 

There arc many methods of 
trapping under the ice. varying 
according to the thickness of the 
icc, \\'atcr depth. etc. The suc
cess of many of the methods de
pt>nds upon locating the live runs 

by the ammals as they move 
from one den or lodge to another 
nnd while m search of food. 

In winter runways are indi
cated by trails of white air bub
bles that occur under the ice 
over the runway. Shdes on the 
s1des of the houses made before 
f1 cezc-up also serve as an md1ca
l10n of the dtrectlon of the run
,.,ay 

In shallow water trappmg the 
usc of a rubber m1tten (shoulder 
length, made by vulcamzmg a 
pJCce of inner-tube onto the cuff 
of a rubberized mttten) is \'ery 
common. In making a simple 
shallow water run set a hole is 
cLopped through the ice, a stake 
set. and the trap placed in the 
bottom of the run. By using a 
tall stake and markmg it wtth a 
colored cloth ( di ffcrcnt colors in
dicating traps of different trap
pers). Uw trap line can be run 
quickly and the traps are easily 
idPntifil•d By running the traps 
twice a day m cold \'l.'eather the 
iCl' ean be kept thin at the set 

-· 

In shallow water 
trapp ng d rubber 

m1tten 1s often 

used Th1s IS 
shoulder length and 
made by vulcan•z1ng 

a p ece of 111ner 

lube onto the cuff 
of v. rubber1zed 
m1llen. 

M a n y successful 
trappers use a stool 

A 6x6-inch plat
form on wh1ch a 

trap IS set 1S fas
tened to a stake 
The stake 1s then 

set through a hole 
m the ICe so that 

the shelf 1S about -
s•x inches below the 
lower surface of the 

1ce. Photo by L F. 
Tellier. 

thereby eliminatmg much of the of the board with the spnng up 1 

hard choppmg. The board is then set at a slant Wi ldlife Leg islat:ion 
In shallow watc1 den sets in through a hole in the ICC w1th 

streams. the den IS usually located the lower end restmg on the bot
before f1 cczc-up and mar ked tom m or near a 1 un. The musk
Aftei the f1 eezc the 1ce is cut I at chmbs the slan tmg board 
through a nd the trap placed in must cross the trap to reach the 
the throat of the tunnel. top Bait 1s sometimes used on 

In deeper \\a ter it may be nee- these sets but IS not neccssar)' 
essat y to use a stool A stool con- Another very effective under 
sists of a heav.> trap stake 0ne 1ce set, good in both streams and 
and one-half mchcs in diameter marshes, is a ··v-stake ba1t set". 
and four to six fe(.t long, depend- A stake with a fork 1s cut wtth a 
mg on the depth of the watc1 A trunk 14 to 18 mches long One 
shelf about s1x mchcs square IS arm of the V IS cut short, the 
fastened about midway on the other left long enough to stick 
stde of the stake, and the trap is out through the Ice to mark the 
set on the sht'lf and camouflaged trap location. In the fork a 
lightly w1th weeds. Then the pl'eled potato IS t1ed with string 
stake 1s set through a holt' m the A hole is cut m the 1cc where 
tcc so that the shelf 1s about six nts are known to frequent. The 
inches below the lower surface oi trunk of the s take is slipped 
th? tee. Best arc ob- through the trap ring (chams 
tamed by fastemng the trap I should be shortened m order to 
chain below the shelf. allowmg keep the rat from floatmg up 
JUSt enough slack to set the hap agamst the ICe and frcezmg in). 
on the platform. Th1s insures The stake is then pushed into the 
the di owning of the rats. thereby bottom and the trap adJusted so 
cuttmg down the number of pull- that It 1s d1rectly under the batt 
outs and some eight mches below This 

A shce of canol. duck potnto. set is most effective in ft om two 
o. some other favonte muskrat to three feet of water. 
food is sometimes fastened to the 
pan of the trap for bait. All of these sets arc dcs1gned 

One advantage of the stool set lc1 dr.own the captured musk1 at, 
is that the Icc will usually freeze are stmple to make and humnnc 
clear and the trap lmc can be Many misses are due to poo1 
run wtthout chopping out all the trap adjustment. T1mc can be 
sets. Only those tn wh1ch a rat well spent in kecpmg the traps 
has moved the trap will have to m good mechanical cond1tion. The 
be cut out and reset. amount of tension needed to rc-

A trapping method coming into lease the spring varies somewhat 
widespread usc by both nve1 according to conditions and also 
and marsh 1cc trappers is the may be a matter of personal opm
slanting board set. A s1x-mch wn of the individual trapper. 
board about three lo SIX feet long However, most trappers seem to 
i::. used. The trap is hung on a iavor a "hatr-trigger" adjustment 
small nail ncar the top two-thn·ds wtth the pan settmg high. 

His Home Is Good to • • • 

When Papa Musk
rat tells the Mrs 
that h s large fam
Ily of k1ts are "eat
ng us out of house 

and home", he is 
speakmg the truth 
for a large part of 
h:s dome-like house 
is made of ed •ble 
vegetation 

. Cont 1 .Jed from Page 77) 

he was succeeded by E. C Hm
sha\\ 

1906-Thirty-f:rst G. A. 
In th1s sess10n, Senator Court

right introduced Senate File 
126 and secured its enactment 
into law. It provided '·that all 
wild birds both resident and 
migratorv in this state shall be 
and are hereby declared to be 
the property of the state". 

1909-Tnir ty-third G. A. 
Th1s was an Important session 

as far as fish and game were 
concerned. For the first time 
in Iowa, resident hunters were 
r equired to have a license. 
House File 296. "Resident Hunt
ers L1ccnse Btll", passed the 
Senate easily and after consld
Cl able opposition passed the 
House on March 27, 1909, pn
marily due to the effort of Mr 
Harry Barmeier of Dubuque, 
who was then head of the Game 
Protective Association The 
counties of D1ckmson. Worth, 
Pocahontas. Montgomery, Clay, 
Clarke. Decatur. Flovd, How
ard. Cla.> ton. Wnght and Iowa 
voted against the ''Resident 
Hunters License Blll". 

Among other ftsh and game 
leg1slattvc acts, the Thirty
third General Assembly also 
p1·oh ibited the sale of game and 
placed a hmtt on ducks that 
could be lolled in one day, set
ting that llm1t at 25 with a pos
sessiOn llm1t of 50. Thus legal 
market huntmg of any kmd, ex
cept f01 rabbits, came to an end 
m Iowa 

They also abolished the old 
fee sy tern of compensating 
depu ty game wardens and 
placed them on a salary with 
pollee PO\\ ers. 

"Enclosed please find $1.00 for 
one copy of 'Waterfowl m Iowa'. 
My customers and myself ha\·e 
cnJO} cd reading the 'Iowa Con
sci vatlonist' as much or more 
than any magazine I take. It 1s 
a n'al education in Iowa's wild
life and is enjoyed by the ladies 

well as men. I am glad to 
have it in my barber shop."
Bul'lington, Iowa. 
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!' . .. most flexible of hobbieS. Its dt>vo- l 8 . 8 k s· ht R d 
tees can dip into it only slightly nngs ac a '9 ecor . . . 
for relaxation, or they can make 
it a lifetime s tudy. Its many an
gles can include campmg, canoe
ing, hiking, picture-takmg by 
movie or still camera, bird band
mg, laboratory work, drawmg, 
and sound-recording. Observa
tions may be and are made on 
foot, from auto, train , steamship 
or airplane. 

I n 1943 the Iowa Ornithologists 
Union, our only state-wide bird 
study organization, celebrated at. 
twentie th birthday. It was or
ganized at Ames, Iowa, on Feb
ruary 28, 1923. A small grou p o' 
bird enthusiasts headed by Dr. 
T. C. Stephens, Charles J . Spiker 
and the late Walter Rosene be
lieved that Iowa needed a bird 
society. History was made> at 
that Ames meeting, for out of it 

FRED J PIERCE grew an organ ization that has 
Fred J. P1erce as ed 1tor of Iowa B1rd had staying power and has made 

Life for 13 years, has been largely responsible a good record for Itself Founded 
for the bird students' organ1zat1on known as on worthy purpose, the organiza
the Iowa orn1tho!og:sts' Un.on. Fred farms tion for two decades has made Its 

influence felt through valuable 
accomplishments. 

just east of Winthrop, Iowa, alo:~g H:ghway 
21) where he also operates a filling station 
If you go to v:srt him (and Fred enjoys v.si
torsl, you w,ll quite probably find him .n h1s 
overalls at work 

The Iowa Ornithologists' Union 
though having a formidable name. 
requires no union card, has no 

Mr Pierce spends h.s spare lme observ- hcur schedule, no wage disputes. 
ing b.rds and read1ng and writmg about Its constitution sets forth that 
them He has the finest pnvate b.rd library ".ts a ims shall be to promote the 
in the state s tudy of ornithology by more 
):( * ::( :;: :): ::: ::• ::( ::: ::: ::< ::: closely uniting the st udents of 

this branch of natural his tory and 
Ornithologists t o encourage the s tudy of birds 

<Cont inued from Page 73) in the state of Iowa". Its mcm-

T h e ornitholog.st 
can rub e I b o w s 
w.th a hunter on 
any trip and get as 
much sport as the 
sportsman The ~uc-

cessful hunter, how-
ever, brings back a 
dead b.rd or animal, 
whde the btrd stu-
dent may b r 1 n g 
back a sight record, 
a photo of h1s bird 
1f he IS a c.1mera 
fan, or an .ndehble 
mental picture to 
entertain h i m in 
the future 

• • ;.,. 

In sp1te of wartime restnctions 
o~ various kinds, and the entry 
of members into the armed forces, 
the 1943 spring bird census spon
sored by the Umon was a dec1ded 
success. Fourteen localities m 
Iowa were represented, 135 per
sons took part in this field day 
and 25,514 birds of 198 species 
were counted. 

The Union's official publication 
is "Iowa Bird Life", published 
quarterly at Win throp, Iowa 
(sample copies are sent free to 
persons interested in becoming 
members of the organiza t10n) . 
This is a n illustrated magazine 
conta ining both popular and scl
f'ntific articles, as well as book 
reviews, news of local bird clubs 
m the state, biographies and other 
timely matter. Well-rounded m 
ornithological information , the> 
magazine carries census reports 
and bird lists, a r ticles on migra
tion, bird banding, habitats, food 
and nesting habits, and the re
sults of investigations along vari
ous lines. The illustrations are 
made from carefully selected pho
tographs and drawings of birds. 
"Iowa Bird Life" has been pub
lished for 13 years. The store of 

"<::luable mformatwn its printed 
volumes contain is a testimo!'lial 
to the careful work of the state
wide group of members who are 
always enthusiastic m their bird 
work and ever loyal to their or
ganization. 

The Iowa Ornithologists' Union 
is always anxious to increase its 
membership and thus broaden its 
influence and usefulness. Noted 
for its informal gatherings and 
friendly atmosphere, it invites 
all persons with an interest in 
birds to become members. Dues 
are one dollar a year for adults, 
50 cents for those under 16 years. 
The magazme is mailed quarterly 
t0 all members. 

Bird Notes 
CCont1nued from Page 76 Column 3) 

years the bird column was dis
con tinued. H owever, the gen
eral public is bird conscious and 
there was a demand for bird news. 
At the request of the editor the 
writing was r esumed under the 
heading, "Bird Notes". I also 
write the society notes and do a 
little other reporting for the 
Eagle. 

much in common with the sports- bership roll includes the names 
man · in fact he can rub elbows of persons in many different oc
with' him on ~ny huntmg trap and cupations and professions-doc
get as much sport as the hunter. to:s •. lawyers, teachers, farme~s, 
The hunter and the bird studen t 1 mmisters, school boys and gar1s, 
reach a very samllar goal-the busi? essmen , housewives, a n d 
main difference is in the ap- service men. All that as requared 
preach. There IS the spint of the for membership. is an mterest m 
chase-stalkmg the game, cap- b~rds. The .ormthologtcal ! rater
turing the sought-after pnze, and mt!' re~ogmzes few of the hmt
recetving the benefit of outdoor tat~ons 1mpo~ed by ot.he~ organa
relaxation. The hunter brings zat10ns and 1s broad m Its scope 
back a dead btrd or ammal. The and sphere of influence. 
ornithologist may brmg back a The I?wa bird s~cie_ty has spo~
sight record accompanied by care- sored dtrectl~ or t~dtr~ctly va.n
fully taken notes, a photo of his o.us forms of mve.sllga.t!On of b1rd 
bird if he is a camera fan or an life. Careful m1grat10n records 
indelible mental picture 'to en- and studies have thrown valuablf 
tertain him anew many times in light on the travels of birds. On 
the future. The spor tsman glories several occasi.o?s the l!nion has 
in his guns and rods. The bird assumed a m1~1tant attitude and 
student thrills to the feel of a presented a umted front to secure 
pair of fine binoculars in his s tate legislation for the protec- Not a /v\usical Score--Just Birds 
hands, or prides himself in the tion of certain species of birds. A 
possession of f me cameras or number of the members of the 
other equipment. Union ~ave go?e far up the ladder 

• • • 

The hunter's days are numbered as ormthologists and conserva
by law. The bird student can tionis ts and have become well 
follow his hobby every day of known wildhfe techmcaans. 
the year. You will fmd h im An annual two-day convention 
trudging the snow-laden woods in in May has been a popular feature 
search of wmter birds. Durmg the of the Union's activities. These 
spring months he is absorbed with are held in various cities of the 
the great spectacle of birdland- state, usually where there IS an 
migration. In summer the nest- active local bird club. At these 
ir:g birds challenge hts abtlity to conventions there is a program of 
discover family secrets; then in a papers, lectures by wildlife spe
few short weeks fall migration is cialists, a showing of movies and 
in full swing, offering many in- slides, an ornithologists' banquet, 
teresting identification prob- and a half-day field trip. The 
lems in the changed fall plum- conventions are always well at
ages. B ird study is one of the I tended and highly enjoyable. 

The hunter's days 
are numbered by 
law The b rd stu-
dent may follow h1s 
hobby every day of 
the year During 
the spring he s ab-
sorbed w i t h t h e 
great spectacle of 
m1grat.on In sum
mer nesting birds 
entertain h1m w th 
the.r family secrets. 
The fall m:grallon 
offers many inter-
estmg 1dent1fication 
problems because of 
changed plumaqes. 

.. .. 

' .. " 

• 

·' 

' 
, ~ . ' r~ ' ' ~ t 

'' ~' t ' ' 't ~ ' " 
,~ \ , ' 

\ • ,, ~ 14 \ .. ' ' '~' 
~~ t\ • , 

' 
• 

' 
I , 

1 t • 



PPGE EIGHTY 

Look Out For That Beak • • • 

• 

What's a Hawk? 
By RICHARD F TRUMP 

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 

the three hawks unprotected by 
law . 

The httle sparrow hawk 1s ou r 
only common representative of 
the Falcon fam1ly. W1th the1r 
long pomted wmgs, the Falcons 

Red-ta1led hawks are qutte differe n t m appeat ance 
from the Accipiters. Yet they, 

Me b,g heavy b1rds too, are pnmari ly pursUJ t jobs, 
w.th broad w ngs co.pable of very raptd flight The 

dimmut1ve sparrow hawk feeds 
These benefic1al largely on m1ce and grasshoppers 

and other large insects. Th1s hawk 
b1rds are protected IS commonly seen perched on 
by state law. Th1s posts a:ong Iowa roads, and it 

spots its prey from a relatl\:ely 
one has been marked short distance. Frequently 1t 

hovers momentarily, perhaps 
w:th a leg band and wattmg for a suspected victim to 
w:ll soon be re- show itself, before stnkmg 

The marsh hawk belongs to 
leased. Photo by still another family, the Ha r r iers. 

R chard F Trump 
Feedmg mostly on m1cc, cotton-
t,uls, and other rodents, and to 
some extent on b1rds, 1t hunts 
while flying low over the fields. 
takmg 1ts victims by surpnse at-

--- 1 tc:ck It has a long tall somewhat 
are the most common Iowa Bu- 1 hke that of the Accipiters and 
teos; the rough-legged hawk Falcons. However, 1t IS larger, 
wmters hetc, pat ticularly m the Its wmg tlps are moderately 
northern pa1 t of the state, and blunt; and 1t has a hab1t of gliding 
several other species migrate w1t~ 1ts wmgs uptilted above the 

Hawks have names-just like through Iowa Although not honzontal plane of the body. The 
people nnd fishes and airplanes. bUJll for speed, the Buteos are turkey vulture, wh1ch habitually 
And there IS JUSt as much dif- masters of soaJ ing They take soars wtth uptilted wmgs, IS 
ferencc between one hawk and advantage of updrafts of warm n:uch larger. 
another as there is between you an· and favorable wmds, soaring Many people are surprised to 
and your neighbor, or between a over woods and open ftelds m learn that two ?f the smaller 
p1kc and a carp, or a heliocopter their relentless search for small ~awks ~re cons1~ered destruc
and a flymg fortress. rodents. When condlllons for ttve, _w_htle the btg Buteos are 

Your ne1ghbor may call any suarmg arc poor, they frequently benehctal. ~ut of course il is not 
b1g bn d that files in the daytime pe1 ch on an exposed dead limb stze but des1gn and hab1ts that 
and kills what 1t eats a "hawk." or post and scan the fields for ccunt. Ignormg th1s, unmformed 
That's all he calls 1t Maybe you food gunners have taken a ten·lfic toll 
k~ow better, but even among These big fellows arc gifted of our most beneficial specJCS 
wtde-a\\ ake spOJ tsmen there is ne1ther with speed nor the abihty The Buteos are b1g, slow bu·ds
c~nsiderable confuswn about the 1 tc tu1 n abruptly, and as you might easy shots-and to make matters 
h~rds of prey An easteJ n zo0lo- gvess, the Buteos m general are worse for them, they. are often 
g1st_ double-checked that 1dea by not bn·d catchers After checkmg rather tame, perchmg m exposed 
askmg 11 "mtelllgent sportsmen" 

1 
the stomach contents of ove1 5,000 places ~Jthm easy range The 

to exammc and name seven hawks, the Umted States Depart- destructtve Acclplters, on the 
moun~cd specimens The ••·inner ment of Agnculturc gives the other. hand, _are. small, fast-mov
o_f th1s little bram derby knew followmg averages for the red- mg btrds, stickmg to the denser 
fJve of the seven hawks; but five !<Ailed hawk's dJCt: rats and mJCC, cover. and seldom afford mg easy 
of the contestants fa1led to tden- 55 per cent; msccts, 10.5 per crnt; shootmg .. 
t1fy correctly a smgle one! rabbits, etc., 9 3 per cent; small For th~s reason I?ost of the 

ent in normal numbers without 
reducmg the population of game 
btrds Dr. Paul L. Errington has 
found that the predators take only 
the surplus population of quail 
which if not taken by predator~ 
would be removed by dtsease. 
hunger, or exposure. Dr Errmg
ton says that your favonte hunt
mg ground 1s somewhat like a 
pasture built to hold only a cer
tam number of cows; If you put 
too many cows m the pen, some 
will be crowded out and will die. 

Man usually works up his 
biggest appetite for the thmg!i 
that are scarcest. Hawks take 
the things that are most abun
dan t. This is all to their credit 
as fnends of man. For when 
meadow mtce are a plague in the 
orchard and cornfield, that 1s the 
time when it IS most important 
that they be preyed upon. Or if 
rabb1ts become unusually abun
dant. that is the time •vhen man 
can best afford to spare a portion 
of the crop. 

Takmg the food that IS eastest 
to get, predators sometimes act 
as scavengers. Therefore an 
analys1s of stomach contents is 
sometimes misleadmg from an 
economiC standpoint. Observers 
have pomted out that too often 
when a farmer throws a dead 
chicken over the fence into the 
orchard, his well-meaning son 
catches a red-tailed hawk "eat
ing a chicken" and blows it to 
bits. 

When you use the word "hawk'', 
remember that far more of them 
2re good than bad, and that for 
even the most destructive spec1es 
the best policy is to declare war 
on ly on the specific individuals 
known to be working agamst 
man's purposes. 

Duck Cal ling 
(Continued from Page 76. Column 4' 

So as partmg advice today. buy 
your duck call now and practice 
every day. and when the season 
comes Jf you haven't mastered 1t 
leave it home when you go hunt
ing, because you will do more 
harm than good. When you have 
learned how, I know that you wtll 
get a tremendous kick out of it. 
-Burlmgton Hawkeye Gazette. 

Some of these winged preda- birds, 9.2 per cent; poultry, 6.3 states which have tned a bounty 
tors arc among the sportsman's per cent; and other miscellaneous sy.stem to control undestrable 
und farmer's best friends and all food, 9.7 per cenl. predators have gJven the system 
except three species are ~rotected Compared with this, the red- up as unworkable; they h_ave 
by state law. So before drawing shouldered hawk eats three times found t~at most of the b1rds 
bead on another such target it as many insects, fewer rodents, brought m _fo~ bounty are on lhe 
would be just good sense for more frogs, and a negligible protected hst. 
every gunner to fmd out how well amount of poultry. The rough- Extensive research in Iowa and "Please mail me one copy of 
he can answer the question, legged hawk is a superb mouser; Wisconsin shows that even the the book 'Waterfowl in Iowa."-
"What hawk 1s that?'' 1t feeds also on grasshoppers, but bird-eating hawks may be pres- Lllitz, Pennsylvania. 

To begm with, remember that only very 1 arely on birds. ______________ :__ _____ __:_ _______ _ 

h d ff 
· S1lho u e l t e s of 

t e i crences m design of The Accipiter hawks, in con-
} k f 

· hawl:s aid in their 

~aw s arc o great Importance t ast to the Butcos, are much 
t Th 

ident.fication. T h e 

o man.. e red-ta1led, the smallH Thc1r short, thick wmgs 
sharp-shmncd, and the sparrow and long, slender tall are adapted red-ta,red and spar-

h k b 
. row hawks are two 

av. s arc UJlt on different for tremendous bursts of speed 
plans, they eat different foods through woods and thickets As of 

0 

u r beneficial 
And since we are mterested m or,e might expect, predat01s whtch birds of prey The 
hc:.wks chiefly because of \\hat are able to fly rapidly and tut·n Cooper's and sharp-

h 

· SPARROW 1-\AWK shinned hawks are 

t cy cat, 1t will pay to examme abruptly tend toward a diet of 
h d 

· d the only two un-

t e es1gn an habits of the birds. Such 1s true of the Coop-
f 

protected h a w ~ s 

groups ound commonly in Iowa. er's and sharp-shinned hawks, 
Th 

commonly found 1n 

e Buteo or " mouse ha wks'' are the only Acclpltcrs one IS likely the state. E v e n 

bi~, heavy bn·ds with broad to see m Iowa. The goshawk, a they have a place 

wmgs and short fan-shaped tails. northern specieS, comes into the in nature s biological 

The red-tailed and red-shouldered state rarely in wmter. These are cooPER'S HAWK SHARP SHINNED HAWK balance. 
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